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Programme  

Chinese Perspective on Architecture and Heritage 

Chair: Dr Yun Gao and Professor Nicholas Temple, University of Huddersfield 

 

9:00-9:20 Registration 

9:20-9:30  Introduction: Dr Yun Gao and Professor Nicholas Temple 

9:30-10:00 Dr. Yun Gao, Professor Nicholas Temple, University of Huddersfield, UK 

Chinese and European Perspective on Architecture and Heritage 

10:00-10:30 Professor Gregory Bracken, TU Delft, Netherlands 

The Shanghai Lilong (里弄) in the 21st Century: Seeking Sustainable Models for 

Rehabilitation and Reuse 

10:30-10:45  Tea break 

10:45-11:15  Professor Nic Clear, University of Huddersfield, UK 

‘Remembrance of Earth’s Past’: The Science Fiction of Cixin Liu and an Alternative Concept 

of Time 

11:15-11:45  Professor Christine Fontaine and Professor Joëlle Houde, University of 

Louvain, Belgium 

Youyang-Lab: Research and Design on Conservation and Restoration of Traditional 

Architecture and Cultural Heritage in Tujia & Miao minorities 

1/ Comprehending the challenges at three scales 

2/ Production of knowledge through drawing and design. 

11:45-12:30  Discussions and summary of the morning sessions 

12:30-13:30  Lunch 

13:30-14:00  Professor Adrian Pitts, University of Huddersfield, UK 

Dai Houses in Xishuangbanna, Southwest China 

14:00-14:30  Reader, Dr. Ioanni Delsante, University of Huddersfield, UK 

Contemporary Chinese Architects and Type: Courtyard based Case Studies in Shanghai Area 

14:30-14:45  Tea break 

14:45-15:15  Assistant Professor, Dr. Kan Liu, Tongji University, China 

Shanghai Transforming: the foreign architectural practice in Shanghai after 1949 

15:15-16:00 Discussions and Summary, Dr Yun Gao and Professor Nicholas Temple 
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ABSTRACTS: 

Chinese and European Perspective on Architecture and Heritage 

Dr Yun Gao and Professor Nicholas Temple 

Keywords: temporality of building, architectural heritage, historical fabrication 

Abstract: 

In this paper we examine an aspect of our forthcoming book, The Temporality of Building, which is a 

comparative study of building through time between Chinese and European traditions. The relation 

between time, setting/location and built form in European architecture was the broad theme of Marvin 

Trachtenberg’s recent book Building-in-Time: From Giotto to Alberti and Modern Oblivion (Yale 

University, 2010). Trachtenberg identified in this study the emergence of a conflictual relationship in 

Early Modern Europe between two modes of building temporality: the first constitutes the “time of the 

building itself”, in its relationship to site, physical substance and design, and the other the “lifeworld of 

a building” which encompassed all aspects of a building’s existence, from its patronage, political 

influences, religious practices, and economic and social contexts. In our paper we use Trachtenberg’s 

dialectical model of building temporality as a lens for comparing building practices in China and 

Europe. The paper begins with a brief comparative study of St Peter’s Basilica in Rome and the 

Forbidden City in Beijing, highlighting how building through time in both examples diverge, reflecting 

very different attitudes towards material culture, concepts of heritage and physical and cultural contexts. 

The second part of the paper will examine a contemporary building project in Yancheng (Salt City), an 

ancient city located on the north bank of the Yangtze River. Called ‘Water Street’, this commercial 

project was modelled on traditional shopping streets from the Ming and Qing dynasties. The study will 

demonstrate how the conscious emulation of building form and associated ceremonial/ritual practices 

from the past, in a city whose built heritage was largely erased from history, provides an intriguing 

example of how ‘historical fabrication’ was implemented outside any temporal or contextual framework 

that would be deemed meaningful from a Western (European) perspective. 

 

The Shanghai Lilong (里弄) in the 21st Century: Seeking Sustainable Models for Rehabilitation 

and Reuse 

Dr. Gregory Bracken 

Keywords: Lilong (里弄), gentrification, informal commercial activity. 

Abstract 

Lilong (里弄) were gated, hierarchically organized residential compounds built in Shanghai during the 

colonial era (1842-1943). Stylistically influenced by the West, they also saw China’s concept of the 

home (家 jia) change into something more modern (and Western): the family home, while still a home, 

could also be seen as a commodity. Once covering 80 percent of the city, lilong are being replaced by 

denser urban development. This is bad for the preservation of Shanghai’s unique vernacular 

architectural heritage, but we may also be losing potentially useful lessons from the past on ways of 

generating vibrant community life. This paper will examine four recent redevelopments, from large, 

top-down private developers to small, bottom-up individual owners, to determine which, if any, comes 

closest to best preserving the spirit of the lilong. 1) Jianyeli is a residential gentrification which not only 

subverts the typology (by being for the rich) but has killed off any street life; 2) Xintiandi is a hugely 

successful commercial development, but one in which there is no provision for residents; 3) Tianzifang 

is a more bottom-up commercial redevelopment but is too touristic (it does, however, preserve a lively 

mix of commercial and residential life); finally, there is 4) Jing’an Villa, where earlier this decade there 
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was a temporary but fascinating efflorescence of bottom-up informal commercial activity instigated by 

the returning descendant of emigrants in what is one of the best preserved residential lilong in the city. 

No one redevelopment will point the way to a vibrant future for this threatened typology, but bottom-

up informal commercial activity certainly seems a promising way of attempting to preserve it. 

Combined with lessons from the other redevelopments we may be able to suggest a better balanced 

approach to preserving this fascinating and unique urban space for the future. 

 

‘Remembrance of Earth’s Past’: The Science Fiction of Cixin Liu and an Alternative Concept of 

Time 

Professor Nic Clear 

Keywords: Science fiction, three body problem, chaos 

Abstract  

This presentation will not directly address the issue of architectural heritage in its conventional sense. 

However, it will address issues around time and historical value with special reference to issues of 

preservation at moments of great upheaval and change. 

The focus of the presentation will be an examination of the trilogy of award winning science fiction 

novels by Chinese author Cixin Liu under the title ‘Remembrance of Earth’s Past’ but perhaps better 

known by the title of the first novel ‘The Three Body Problem’. 

Like other works of science fiction, the novels present us with the possibility of, as Steven Shaviro 

identifies, ‘allowing us to imagine what we do not know’. In the ‘Three Body Problem’ it is how the 

Earth would deal with an impending catastrophe, an alien invasion that due to the distances involved 

would take place 450 years from the point of discovery. 

But the novel is much more than a clichéd alien invasion narrative. It begins during the cultural 

revolution and progresses through a series of imaginary epochs into a far distant future. The work offers 

an extraordinary insight into a complex conception of Time, of technological change, n –dimensional 

spaces and an imperative on deciding what is important, survival and progress or maintaining wider 

values, at times of great threat. 

At a point in history when China is set to become both the economic and manufacturing super power 

of the 21st century the novel reflects upon the necessity for centralised planning in the face of extreme 

conditions and by implication China’s responsibilities to the environment. It concludes that in any 

chaotic system there is always sacrifice. 

 

 

Youyang-LAB: Research and design on Conservation and Restoration of Traditional 

Architecture and Cultural Heritage in Tujia & Miao minorities 

 

Professor Christine Fontaine and Professor Joëlle Houdé 

 

Keywords: Tujia & Miao minorities, Diaojiaolou houses, holism, vernacular architecture  

Abstract  

On April 6, 2016, «A project of international cooperation and exchanges has officially been launched 

to organize research on the conservation and restoration of Tujia traditional villages». The Chongqing 

Jiaotong University and the Université Catholique de Louvain started from there a cooperation focused 

on ethnic traditions, the natural and cultural landscapes of traditional villages and their specific modes 

of construction. 
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It marked the first stages of a partnership aimed at protecting and promoting the wooden constructions 

of the autonomous Tujia and Miao minority villages established primarily in the territory of Youyang 

County, located 350 km from Chongqing City, in the southern part of the Chongqing province. 

 

This project of cooperation arose from a report prepared by the governmental and academic authorities 

of the Chongqing province on the issue of the disappearance of the rural architectural heritage of the 

province and the need to establish means of safeguarding and promoting it. The wish of these authorities 

is to build a collaborative project within the realm of architecture. In concrete terms, this collaborative 

project focuses on the study, protection and enhancement of the wooden vernacular architectures of the 

autonomous Tujia and Miao minorities, which are two of the 55 ethnic groups recognized by the 

Chinese government. 

 

This presentation will show on one side the methodology used to collect useful knowledge on remoted 

villages in the Youyang mountains and on the other side the outcomes collected and how they can be 

useful to the local communities. 

3 types of actors are involved in the process of this project: 

professors, researchers, and students from both UCL & CQJU. 

3 types of outcomes are actually produced: 

pedagogy, research and research by design. 

We also decided not to only focus on the problem of the disappearance of the wooden edifices but also 

to capture and comprehend the environmental qualities and specific uses in these local communities at 

3 scales to preserve the holistic understanding and therefore the way of acting on these villages today. 

 

As a first step in the thinking process, the Chinese partners selected a few traditional villages of the 

Youyang County, considered as having national historic and cultural value. While they have certain 

common denominators, these villages present distinct features, whether from the point of view of their 

landscapes and natural environments, their architectures or their economic, social and cultural contexts. 

Three villages were selected for a first study: Hejia Yan, Shi Quan Miao and Kong Hu Xi. 

 

The outcomes presented are both narratives, and productions of knowledge through drawings and 

design. The repositories produced will help future actors to situate their action in the history and 

knowledge of these contexts and enable the formulation of a critical posture against their typological 

and morphological background, to develop an architectural project informed by current issues. 

 

Contributions from UCL-LOCI : 

Professors Christine Fontaine, Joëlle Houdé, Jean-Louis Vanden Eynde, Jean-Paul Verleyen 

Teachers and researchers Robert Grabczan, Philippe Honhon, David Schmitz 

 

Work done by students from UCL -LOCI : 

o Maxime de la Chevardière de la Grandville 

o Olivier Gennart 

o Iola Jay-Raphael 

o Anaïs Gouby  

o Henry Vantoore 

 

Contributions from LOCI partners : 

o The College of Architecture and Urban Planning of Chongqing Jiaotong University (CQJTU) 

o The Chongqing Bureau for Foreign Experts Affairs and the Youyang County government institutions 

o The agronomists Mr. Che Xingbi, Senior Agronomist, Seed station of Chongqing, and 

Mr. François Serneels, Agronomist Engineer at the Haute Ecole Condorcet – Ath. 
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Dai Houses in Xishuangbanna, Southwest China 

 

Professor Adrian Pitts 

 

Keywords: Housing; China; Dai; vernacular; modern; sustainable design 

 

Abstract: 

The Dai are one of 55 ethnic minority groups in China and are particularly prevalent in the Southwest 

province of Yunnan. They form the predominant group in the prefecture of Xishuangbanna and have 

their own language, customs, beliefs, and buildings. 

 

There is great emphasis to revitalise and redevelop rural areas of China at the present time which is 

resulting in rapid change and frequently re-building of traditional dwellings in a more modern style. 

The modern variants are very different to those of more traditional and vernacular styles and do not 

often seem to have been designed and constructed with a great deal of attention towards sustainability. 

 

New designs often sit adjacent to older buildings and there are missed opportunities to create a modern 

variant that bridges the gap. The presentation will take as its focus a case study of the tourist village of 

Manzhang and will take the form of an illustrated guide to the village and to the variations to be seen; 

it will also indicate some of the ways in which alternative potential for development could be enacted 

in the future. 

 

 

Contemporary Chinese Architects and Type: Courtyard based Case Studies in Shanghai Area 

Dr. Ioanni Delsante  

Keywords: Architectural type, contemporary architecture, Chinese architects 

 

Abstract: 

The concept of architectural type, even if stated since the 19th century, gained much attention in the 

theoretical debate since the 1960s, especially in Europe. The impact on architectural theory and design 

has been relevant as well, especially with reference to architects such as Aldo Rossi and Rafael Moneo, 

among many others. Given the debate unfolded over more than four decades, including various forms 

of criticism, the concept is nowadays used by very few architects in their practice. However, there is 

room for further investigation and for deeper understanding of current uses and interpretations of type 

in contemporary architectural theory and practice. The authors provide a framework of vernacular 

architecture and types in China and, by analyzing some courtyard-based case studies recently built in 

the area of Shanghai, identify architectural type as one of the potential design pathways for 

contemporary Chinese architects. By referring to type, for example, contemporary Chinese architects 

mediate modernity with tradition, and oppose cultural resistance to trivialization in urbanization 

processes. The paper builds on an extensive literature review on type in architecture, as well as on 

vernacular and contemporary Chinese architectures. Qualitative research methods have been used 

through case studies and interviews with designers. 
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Shanghai Transforming: The Foreign Architectural Practice in Shanghai after 1949 

 

Dr. Kan Liu 

 

Keywords: Cultural Transfer; Foreign Architect; Architectural Identity; Adaptability; Shanghai 

 

Abstract: 

The modernization process of Chinese architecture belongs to the mode of late onset extroversion, 

which coexists the western centralization tendency and the local marginalization. Shanghai's special 

geopolitical environment represents the collision, conflict, digestion and fusion of foreign architectural 

culture. Therefore, the study from perspective of foreign architect has great practical and theoretical 

value. The subject based on the relevant architects, pathing the pedigree research method, aiming the 

role of multicultural background and discourse in cross-cultural practice, researches on the pedigree 

relationship and the adaptation strategies of foreign architects in Shanghai after 1949. (1) Based on the 

composition of foreign architects, investigating documents and historical materials to form qualitative 

and quantitative data, studies the transformation on foreign architects and their characteristics. (2) Based 

on the mobility and distribution of foreign architects, summarizing the clustering pedigree relationship, 

reveals the transculturation of the context, process, architectural thought and concept. (3) Based on the 

cultural adaptation paradigm of architects in cross-cultural practice, explores cultural-driven effect that 

the paradigm shifts of practical strategies influence built heritage and historical environment. The 

subject further enriches the architectural history of architects as a clue, and further expands the vision 

of Chinese architecture from cultural study. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES: 
 

Dr. Gregory Bracken is an Assistant Professor of Spatial Planning and Strategy at TU Delft and one 

of the co-founders of Footprint, the e-journal dedicated to architecture theory. From 2009-2015 he was 

a Research Fellow at the International Institute for Asian Studies (IIAS) Leiden where he set up (with 

Dr Manon Ossewijer) the Urban Knowledge Network Asia (UKNA) with a €1.2 million grant from 

Marie Curie Actions. While there he also established the annual IIAS-TU Delft conference series. His 

publications include Asian Cities: Colonial to Global (Amsterdam University Press, 2015), The 

Shanghai Alleyway House: A Vanishing Urban Vernacular (Routledge 2013 and translated into Chinese 

in 2015), and Aspects of Urbanization in China: Shanghai, Hong Kong, Guangzhou (Amsterdam 

University Press, 2012). Email: G.Bracken@tudelft.nl 

Professor Nic Clear is a qualified UK architect, writer and curator, he is Professor and Head of the 

Department of Architecture and 3D Design at the University of Huddersfield. His research interests 

cover the relationship of architecture to science fiction and the use of film and animation in the 

generation, development and representation of architecture. 

Nic has produced a number of speculative urban projects that propose architecture ‘as’ science fiction; 

drawing upon an interest is the effect of the N.B.I.C. technologies on urban space particularly in the 

development of post scarcity and post singularity architectures.  

Two projects ‘the Gold Mine’ and ‘the Chthonopolis’ have been published and exhibited internationally 

including being selected for the Royal Academy Summer Show in 2015 and 2018 respectively. In 2015 

he was the Inaugural Professor for Research in Visionary Cities at the Institute of Fine Arts in Vienna. 

Email:N.Clear@hud.ac.uk 

 

Dr. Yun Gao is a qualified architect and Senior Lecturer in Architecture at the University of 

Huddersfield. Yun’s academic research explores design of socially responsible and environmentally 

sustainable built environment, traditional and cultural changes reflected in architectural and urban 

mailto:G.Bracken@tudelft.nl
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development in developing countries, and cross-cultural architectural design and education. Her books 

Architecture of Dai Nationality in Yunnan was published by Beijing University Press in 2003; Being 

There published by University of Huddersfield Press in 2010. She is completing a book, co-authored 

with Professor Nicholas Temple, entitled The Temporality of Building: European and Chinese 

Perspectives on Architecture and Heritage, to be published by Routledge in 2019.  

Yun is a Visiting Professor at the Yunnan Arts University and a Distinguished Professor in Chongqing 

Jiaotong University in China. She is also an RIBA and ARB registered architect. Before joining the 

University of Huddersfield, she had worked on a wide range of architectural projects in architectural 

practices at Bristol, the UK. Email: Y.gao@hud.ac.uk 

Dr. Ioanni Delsante is Reader in Urban Design at the University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom. 

Prior to this, he was Assistant Professor in Architectural and Urban Design at the University of Pavia. 

Course Leader for MA Urban Design at the University of Huddersfield, he previously taught at 

University of Pavia, Politecnico di Milano and Tongji University of Shanghai. He is member of the 

Advisory Committee of the PhD program in Arquitectura at the Escuela Tècnica Superior de 

Arquitectura, University of Sevilla (Spain), and since 2015 member of the British Council Science 

Research Reviewer Panel. Chair of the Urban Futures and Design Lab at the University of Huddersfield, 

he is currently chartered member of the RIBA, Academician of the Academy of Urbanism, member of 

the Urban Design Group and Royal Town Planning Institute Affiliate. Co-Editor of the Journal of 

Architecture, he acts as peer reviewer for various journals and research councils. His current research 

interests deal with: urban morphology and its links with planetary urbanisation; forms of alter-

urbanisation and alternative urban transformations through the lens of urban commons. 

 

On Chinese architecture and urbanism, he co-curated the exhibitions on Chinese architecture held at La 

Triennale di Milano (From research to design – selected architects from Tongji University of Shanghai, 

2012) and Huddersfield Art Gallery (East-West China. The alternative faces of globalization in urban 

and rural transformations). He authored several papers and books on Chinese architects and 

architecture, including Experimental Architecture in Shanghai (2011) and From Research to Design 

(Catalogue of the exhibition, in 2012). At the moment, he also coordinates two Erasmus+ funded 

projects in between the University of Huddersfield and Tongji University of Shanghai. Email: 

i.delsante@hud.ac.uk 

 

Professor Christine Fontaine is an architect and currently a professor at UCL LOCI Brussels at the 

Master level. She did a DEA with a trans-disciplinary approach to contemporary issues. She organizes 

multidisciplinary international workshops in Europe, Canada, China and Chile where she has also been 

engaged as a visiting professor and where she develops research and teaching networks.  

 

Christine also practices as an architect in Belgium as a partner of ZED architects in Brussels & Flanders, 

but has also worked in Canada. Presently, her practice with ZED Architects covers the construction of 

public institutions and social housing.  

She also publishes regularly on issues of contemporary architecture and development in Europe and 

abroad. Email: christine.fontaine@uclouvain.be 

 

Professor Joëlle Houdé is an architect and currently design and drawing teacher at UCL LOCI 

Brussels. She is coordinator of drawing courses bachelor and master and develops her teaching about 

the production of knowledge by ‘in situ’ measured survey drawing from observation. She takes part in 

international workshops in Europe and China with Christine Fontaine’s team where she does survey 

drawing that leads to seeing and thinking the architectural context. 

Joëlle also practices as an architect in Belgium as a partner of L’Atelier d’Architecture la Pierre d’Angle 

in Brussels. Presently, her practice covers mainly the construction of social housing in the Walloon 

region in Belgium. She also publishes regularly on issues of drawing and design education. Email: 

joelle.houde@uclouvain.be  
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Dr. Kan Liu is Assistant Professor at College of Architecture and Urban Planning (CAUP), Tongji 

University, Shanghai, China. He is member of the Architectural Society of China. He is researcher 

member in Urban and Architecture Theory & Criticism (UATC lab), and researcher in the Institution 

of Architecture and Urban Space (IAUS) in Tongji University. He is Coordinator of Director for the 

Doctor Study of Architecture in CAUP. In academic experience, he is member of the reviewer of the 

Journal of Urban Planning and Development (ASCE). Guest editor of the Journal of Time + 

Architecture. His studies are mainly on Urban and Architecture Criticism, Cultural Studies of 

Architecture, History and Theory of Shanghai`s Architecture and Heritage. He is the coordinator of 

double degree master program in Architecture of TU-Berlin & Tongji Universty, and double degree 

master program in Architecture of Pavia University and Tongji University. Email: 

liukan@tongji.edu.cn 

Professor Adrian Pitts is Professor of Sustainable Architecture at the University of Huddersfield and 

has also been a member of staff at the University of Sheffield and Sheffield Hallam University Schools 

of Architecture. His original background was in the field of building science and he has extensive 

experience of experimentally based research. He has authored in excess of 100 publications including 

3 books across a range of themes and supervised more than 25 research students. His interests lie at the 

intersection of environmental design and people orientated design and cultural issues in architecture. 

He has many links to China through research and postgraduate students and was an adjunct professor 

at the Chinese University of Hong Kong for 4 years; he is currently a Distinguished Visiting Professor 

at Chongqing Jiatong University. Since 2013 he has been collaborating in a number of China-based 

teaching and research projects and currently co-leads the Arts and Humanities Research Council (UK) 

funded Sustainable and Creative Villages Research Network for SW China. Email: a.pitts@hud.ac.uk  

 

Professor Nicholas Temple is a qualified architect and professor of architecture at the University of 

Huddersfield, having previously taught at a number of academic institutions, including as professor and 

head of the School of Architecture at the University of Lincoln and as an assistant professor at the 

University of Pennsylvania. A graduate of Cambridge University and fellow of the Royal Historical 

Society and Royal Society of Arts, Temple was recipient of the Rome Scholarship in Architecture at 

the British School at Rome and a Paul Mellon Rome Fellowship. He has published on aspects of the 

history and theory of architecture, including Disclosing Horizons: Architecture, Perspective and 

Redemptive Space (Routledge, 2007) and as co-editor of Architecture and Justice: Judicial Meanings 

in the Public Realm (Ashgate, 2013) and Bishop Robert Grosseteste and Lincoln Cathedral: Tracing 

Relationships between Medieval Concepts of Order and Built Form (Ashgate, 2014). Temple is 

currently researching a British Academy funded project on a translation and commentary of Lorenzo 

Ghiberti’s Third Commentary, and is writing/editing a number of books: Architecture and the Language 

Debate: Artistic and Linguistic Exchanges in Early Modern Italy (Routledge, 2019), and other two 

books that will be published in 2019. Email: n.temple@hud.ac.uk 

 

 


