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Danilo Di Mascio
Department of Architecture and 3D Design, School of Arts and Humanities, The 
University of Huddersfield, Huddersfield, United Kingdom

EAEA15: Envisioning Architectural Narratives

Introduction 
This monograph documents the 15th European Architectural Envisioning 

Association Conference, entitled ‘Envisioning Architectural Narratives’, hosted 
(virtually) by the Department of Architecture and 3D Design, School of Arts and 
Humanities (former Schoool of Art, Design and Architecture), The University 
of Huddersfield, United Kingdom, from the 1st to the 3rd of September 2021. 
The event has continued the mission of the European Architectural Envisioning 
Association, namely, to create a valuable opportunity for communication 
and exchange of ideas and experiences in teaching, research and practice, 
with a particular focus, for this 15th edition, on envisioning the multiple and 
multifaceted relationships and applications between architecture and narrative. 
By considering the importance of narrative in humankind’s history, the theme 
has invited participants to reflect upon three main topics: narrative and analysis, 
narrative and design, and narrative and representation. Following the approach 
mentioned by Professor Tom Maver, Chair of EAEA13, in the preface of the 
proceedings of the conference he organised in Glasgow in 2017, EAEA15 was 
conceived as a similarly inclusive event which would allow authors to interpret 
the word ‘narrative’ in relation to architecture in an open way.

My development as an academic, and especially as a researcher, owes a lot 
to international conferences. When I attended my first conference and presented 
my research in 2008, just before I started my PhD, I discovered a new world, 
full of people passionate about their research and willing to share ideas and 
pieces of advice with colleagues. I have learned a lot by attending other scholars’ 
presentations, taking notes, exchanging ideas with them and reading their 
publications. Thanks to conferences, I have established a network of international 
collaborators, many of whom have also supported such events as members of 
scientific and international reviewing committees. With some scholars, I have 
developed long-term collaborations and respectful friendships. Hence, the 
opportunity to organise a conference was also a way for me to support and thank 
the international community of academics/researchers who have inspired and 
informed my work for so many years, and also to foster new exchanges of ideas 
and collaborations. In fact, organising an international conference on architecture 
and narrative would also be a means of discovering and gathering scholars 
interested in this specific theme and related topics.

I started to consider proposing the University of Huddersfield as a possible 
host for the EAEA conference in 2017, four years prior to the event, thanks 
to the suggestion by Professor Anetta Kepczynska-Walczak who organised 



EAEA12 in Lodz, Poland, the first EAEA conference I attended. The central 
theme of the EAEA15 conference was developed in 2018 and the first proposal 
was immediately well received, partly because of the importance of narrative 
in the architecture field and partly due to the fact that none of the previous 14 
conferences organised by the European Architectural Envisioning Association 
had explored this topic before.

The final proposal was accepted and officially presented on the last day of 
EAEA14, the conference organised by Professor Laurent Lescop in September 
2019 in Nantes, France. Then, once back in Huddersfield, I started to build 
supporting teams for various committees, comprising a local organising 
committee, a scientific committee and an international reviewing committee. With 
the local organising committee, we exchanged several ideas about the practical 
organisational aspects of the conference in Huddersfield, including options for 
venues, participants’ accommodation, meals and cultural visits. The idea of 
hosting the event and welcoming participants from various countries worldwide 
to our new building, the Barbara Hepworth Building, and our wonderful campus 
and town was exciting. However, life can be unpredictable and since March 2020, 
the whole world has been constrained by the Covid19 pandemic that has still not 
been resolved. In order to avoid unexpected issues caused by this unpredictable 
situation, to safeguard participants’ safety, and in accordance with the university’s 
decision not to run large external events on campus in autumn 2021, we decided, 
unwillingly, to move the whole event online. 

Organising the EAEA15 conference during the pandemic, while also 
running teaching activities and supporting students online, has been challenging 
but rewarding. Despite the challenging situation, the call for papers was very 
successful and attracted several interesting contributions from various countries 
worldwide, and this monograph presents the papers accepted after two double-
blind peer review processes.

This publication has gathered a wide selection of writings, viewpoints and 
references that constitute a precious source of knowledge for all scholars working 
in academia, whether in teaching or research activities, or in practice. I hope 
that it will form a valuable source of inspiration and information for scholars 
interested in architecture and narrative, in the same way as the publications from 
many other conferences have represented precious sources of reference for me.

The EAEA15 Theme
The concept of narrative has always been intertwined with humankind’s 

history. It is impossible to think about any aspect of any society without 
considering its narrative characteristics and implications. Stories have always 
given meanings to people’s lives. In architecture, however, the word narrative 
has only been explored in recent decades, despite the fact that architects have 
considered it in their projects since ancient times. Cities, monuments and small 
vernacular structures always have something else to tell that goes beyond their 
practical functions. The different kinds of narratives that they communicate or 
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support through their tangible and intangible features are both intentional and 
unintentional. A narrative can inform and characterise lost, real and imaginary 
architectures and places. Moreover, architects have always envisioned their 
narratives by using a wide range of theories, methods, tools and techniques.

Nowadays, in architecture and related fields, there is an increasing emphasis 
on aspects such as efficiency and functionality which, if considered detached from 
other relevant aspects, may result in an impoverishment of aesthetical, spatial and 
cultural qualities in many new interventions, proposed and built, in both historical 
and modern areas. Places and architectures should be meaningful and enrich 
people’s daily lives or sporadic life events. It is not simply that some of the most 
remarkable architectures and places around the world, including fictional and 
unbuilt projects, are those that have strong narrative features which can deliver 
meanings and evoke emotions on multiple levels to different stakeholders, both 
now and in the future. Sometimes, projects involving imaginary architectures 
and places can also embody and deliver more meaningful narratives than their 
built counterparts. Being mindful of the communicative ability and outcomes of 
decisions made in any architectural project is a ground zero of practice for the 
commissioner-client and practitioner.

The concept of narrative is multifaceted and subject to personal interpretation, 
and the conference has encouraged participants to interpret it in a broad way and in 
relation to any aspect of architecture and related disciplines. The emphasis of the 
conference, as communicated by the title ‘Envisioning Architectural Narratives’, 
has been on visual narratives. A narrative can be interpreted as a story (content) 
or as storytelling, namely the way we can tell a story (communication). The broad 
focus of exploration has therefore been on how to envision the design, analysis 
and representation of past, present and future, real and imaginary, architectural 
narratives.

Topics
Considering the multiple interpretations of narrative in architecture and 

related fields, the EAEA15 Conference sessions was organised in three different 
topics/areas of investigation, which addressed several research questions. The 
emphasis was on ‘envisioning’ architectural narratives. Inter-disciplinary and 
cross-disciplinary approaches that included architecture and related disciplines 
were also encouraged.
Narrative and analysis 

This relates to theories, methodologies and tools in the processes of analysing 
narratives connected to or expressed by lost, unbuilt, existing or imaginary 
buildings and places. In how many ways can we analyse an architectural narrative? 
Which theoretical and methodological approaches and tools can be applied? How 
can we analyse connections between narrative, meanings, memories and identity? 
How can we read and analyse a piece of architecture or place and its narrative 
features? How can narrative influence the interpretation and perception of pieces 
of architecture and places?
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Narrative and design
Narrative can be used during different phases of the design process in both 

academic and professional environments, such as the design studio and the 
architectural practice. Within both contexts, narrative can inspire and inform 
the whole design process and/or its individual steps (including site analysis, 
precedents study and design development). A narrative can support the design of 
both real and imaginary architectures and places. This raises questions such as 
how to design places that can tell, support and foster stories and how to structure 
an architectural narrative. Which tools can be used? Designing in both historical 
and contemporary contexts also poses different challenges and narratives that 
designers should consider, such as how to be mindful of the ‘third effect’, that 
is, the idea that two or more buildings which share a site can create additional 
narratives. How can the stories envisioned by client and practitioner agree with 
or challenge existing narratives of place branding? How can interventions to 
existing architectural projects modify narrative? How can architectural narratives 
memorialise historical and contemporary site-specific events?
Narrative and representation

This third topic considers representation and communication of architectural 
narratives in various settings within research, education and practice. How can 
analogue and digital media be used to communicate architectural narratives? How 
can textual and visual elements communicate narrative features of architectures 
and places to different audiences? How can specific cultural meanings be 
communicated through architectural narrative means? What is the role of 
storytelling in communicating architectural narratives?

The monograph
The layout of this book has been designed following the requirements of a 

multi-authored monograph. The publication is composed of three parts, reflecting 
the three main topics of the EAEA15 conference. Before these three parts, there 
are contributions by two of the three keynote speakers.

The papers published in this monograph were carefully selected through 
two competitive double-blind peer review processes, one for the abstracts and a 
second one for the full papers. For the submission of the camera-ready papers, 
all accepted authors were also invited to address reviewers’ comments. Each 
submission was assessed by three reviewers from the EAEA15 International 
Scientific Review committee, which is constituted by scholars from 12 countries. 
The authors of the accepted papers are from 20 different countries worldwide.

Acknowledgments
First of all, I would like to thank Professor Nic Clear, Dean of the School of Arts 

and Humanities; Professor Patricia Tzortzopoulos, Associate Dean for Research 
and Enterprise; and Professor Adrian Pitts, Head of Department of Architecture 
and 3D Design, for fully supporting my proposal and the conference’s preparation 
over the last two years.
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This conference could not have happened without the kind invitation and 
support of Professor Anetta Kepczynska-Walczak, current president of the 
EAEA Association, and the association itself. Thank you for giving us such 
an opportunity to promote the Department of Architecture and 3D Design, our 
school and the University of Huddersfield to an international audience.

As the editor of the book and EAEA15 Chair, I wish to thank all the authors 
who submitted and presented at the conference, and all the sessions chairs who 
led the presentations.

I am grateful to the members of the EAEA15 International Review Committee 
for their input in ensuring the very high quality of the selected contributions, 
especially during the very busy and challenging period of the pandemic.

It is an honour to have had three international keynote speakers at the 
conference: Professor Sophia Psarra, Don Carson and Gijs Rikken. The keynote 
speakers were carefully selected to provide three very diverse interpretations 
of the theme of Architecture and Narrative. I wish to thank them for sharing 
their knowledge and experience, which have made the EAEA15 Conference an 
exciting and inspiring scientific event. I also thank Professor Sophia Psarra and 
Don Carson for their written contributions which enrich the book.

Special thanks are due to Professor Anetta Kepczynska-Walczak and Professor 
Tom Maver, who have constantly supported me with information and precious 
advice throughout the entire process.

Gratitude is also due to the Design Communication Association (DCA), 
eCAADe (Education and research in Computer Aided Architectural Design in 
Europe), CAADRIA (The Association for Computer-Aided Architectural Design 
Research in Asia) and the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture 
(ACSA), all of which supported our organisation by disseminating the call for 
papers to international audiences in America, Europe and Asia.

As the chair, I had support from the EAEA15 Local Organizing Committee. 
I would like to thank my colleagues Claire Diggle, Caterina Benincasa-Sharman 
and Hyun Jun Park for their help and exchanges of ideas during several 
constructive meetings. I further want to thank our Finance and Marketing offices 
and in particular, Lorna Ingram and her team for helping with financial issues, and 
Rachel Mountford, Abby Butcher and Hannah Stephens for other organisational 
aspects including setting up and updating the website, providing images and 
information about our school and Huddersfield, and for contacting the graphic 
design agency. I also want to thank Laura Williams, our subject librarian, the 
University Library and the University Press for the ISBN allocation numbers, and 
Stephen Calcutt, Technical Manager Coordinator of our school, and his team for 
their support with the technology for the online event.

My thanks also go to Paul Connor, Director of 52 Degree North, for the final 
design and editing of the monograph.

Last but not least, I wish to thank my family, namely my parents and my sister, 
for their constant presence and support.
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Keynote Speakers
Sophia Psarra

Professor Sophia Psarra (Bartlett School of Architecture, UCL) is author of 
‘The Venice Variations’ (UCL Press 2018) addressing cities and buildings as 
multi-authored processes of formation alongside authored projects of individual 
design intention. Her book ‘Architecture and Narrative’ (Routledge, 2009) 
explores the relationship between design conceptualization, spatial narrative 
and human cognition. Her edited book ‘The Production Sites of Architecture’ 
(Routledge 2019) investigates the processes of knowledge production in the 
design, publication and experience of buildings. Sophia has taught and lectured 
internationally at The University of Michigan, Columbia University, Syracuse 
University, Cardiff University, The University of Greenwich, The University 
of Bologna, IUAV, Venice, Gratz University of Technology, The National 
Technical University of Athens and The University of Thessaly in Greece. She 
has collaborated with cultural institutions on layout design, exhibition concept 
and visitors’ experience (The Museum of Modern Art, MoMA, New York, The 
Natural History Museum, London). Her design work was exhibited in Venice 
Biennale, the George Pompidou Centre, NAI Rotterdam, RIBA London, Berlin, 
Milan and Athens, Greece.
Don Carson

Don Carson is a concept illustrator & designer working in the theme park 
and computer game industries. Don has worked as a Senior Show Designer for 
Walt Disney Imagineering art directing projects like Splash Mountain, Mickey’s 
Toontown, and Blizzard Beach. His focus is bringing design principles unique to 
environmental storytelling to projects all over the world. Don has applied these 
designs to computer games, the theater, and other media. Don has a long career 
in theme park design, and he strives to show the potential of using the principles 
of environmental storytelling to influence an audience’s experience, whether they 
are exploring a physical or virtual world.
Gijs Rikken

Associate Design Director, and Architect, Gijs Rikken (NL), joined MVRDV 
in 2007 after completing his Master of Architecture at the Eindhoven University 
of Technology. As Design Director for Studio 8, Rikken drives design direction 
for the development and execution of a wide variety of projects in the Netherlands 
and abroad, ranging from large-scale, complex buildings to detailed innovative 
materials research. Rikken’s core strengths lie in the translation of the brief into 
a design underpinned by intrinsic MVRDV values. His technical background 
influences his fascination for materials and (innovative) materials research, which 
he applies to support the office’s theoretical ambitions.

Rikken is currently responsible for the development and construction of Valley, 
a 75,000m2 mixed-use building in Amsterdam, which boasts three residential, 
green-covered towers and a publicly accessible, vertical park. Other key projects 
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include the Glass Farm in Schijndel, The Crystal Houses in Amsterdam, and the 
Balancing Barn in Suffolk, England. Definitive works consist of the winning 
design for the Urban Hybrid in Emmen, the Coral Tower in Sydney, and the 
Theater aan de Parade in Den Bosch.

“At MVRDV, we continuously push the envelope. As architects, we have an 
obligation to try to change the world into something better. Something greener, 
more social, more mixed, more accessible, more wonderful.”

The EAEA – The European Architectural Envisioning Association
The EAEA was founded in 1993 in Tampere, Finland, and has reconvened 

every two years since then. What had originally started as a platform for European 
academic institutes making active use of optical endoscopy instrumentation, 
gradually but steadily evolved into a wider range of design visualisation and 
simulation interests.

The founding meeting, hosted by the department of Architecture of Tampere 
University of Technology in Finland, was the first international meeting of experts 
in the field of architectural endoscopy, coming from fifteen universities.

The association was intended to become “a platform for communication and
exchange of experiences, experimentation, research and collaboration in the 

field of endoscopy and environmental simulation.” Initially, the focus of the 
European Architectural Endoscopy Association lay exclusively upon the visual 
simulation of the effects of environmental interventions using optical instruments: 
‘capturing’ photographic or analogue (video) images using physical scale models, 
generally using a viewing pipe.

Essentially, the first meeting was a gathering of academic professionals in this 
field, with the delegates representing institutes with some form of ‘endoscopic’ 
apparatus. During the conference the participants took part in a workshop session, 
using the facilities of the Tampere laboratory.

From the first session onward, the exclusive focus on optical endoscopy began 
to shift, first gradually, then more and more steadily towards other environmental 
visualization opportunities, notably using digital media.

This clearly proved to be the case during the presentations of the second 
EAEA conference in 1995, hosted by the department of Spatial Simulation at the 
Vienna University of Technology. In particular, the interdisciplinary conference 
workshop – ‘the (in)visible city’ – stimulated the integration and comparison of 
analogue and emerging digital technologies.

For this workshop initiative participating institutes were sent a study model 
via the post and asked to prepare environmental simulations using their institute’s 
facilities. The varied results were presented and evaluated during the conference.

Similarly, an important element of the third meeting, held at the architecture 
faculty at Delft University of Technology in 1997, was formed by a creative 
study initiative: the ‘Imaging Imagination’ workshop. Essentially, conceived as 
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a professional confrontation between ‘Optical’ and ‘Digital’ Endoscopy. In this 
case study, the participants were free to choose between a physical modelling 
package and a digital file, incorporating texture mapped ‘facades’. Some fifteen 
visualisation proposals were prepared, brought to the conference and viewed and 
discussed during a special Imaging Imagination conference session.

Apart from the quality and content of visualization, the aspect of the Modelling 
as such also became a recurring theme. This was particularly the case during the 
fourth conference, at the Architecture faculty of the Dresden Technical University 
of 1999, whereby participants took part in an impromptu hands-on modelling 
exercise using an interior-scale model.

During the subsequent conferences (the 5th conference at the Institute of 
Urban Design and Planning at the University of Essen, the 6th conference at the

faculty of Architecture at the Slovak University of Technology in Bratislava, 
the 7th conference at the faculty of Architecture at the University of Applied 
Sciences Dortmund and the 8th conference at the Moscow Institute of 
Architecture) the shift from ‘straightforward’ optical endoscopy towards new 
techniques and topical issues became more and more evident. Noteworthy 
developments included the increasingly adaptable, distinctive and indeed elegant 
modes of digital representation, but also the use of digital photography and film, 
the opportunities of combined media and graphics, but also the introduction of 
disciplines such as Experimental Aesthetics and Virtual Archaeology.

This led to recurring discussions concerning the association’s name. To what 
extent should endoscopy be considered a fitting ‘identity’ for the increasingly 
diverse enterprises of architectural imaging and environmental visualization 
addressed at the meetings?

Generally, the sentiment tended to be to uphold the established ‘label’ and to 
keep the EAEA fraternity relatively exclusive and small-scale in comparison to 
other, more computer-oriented academic and professional platforms.

During the 2009 Cottbus conference, the thematic differentiation of 
architectural visualisation approaches and interests once again became manifest 
during the varied presentations, leading to renewed discussions concerning the 
EAEA’s meaning and role. 

What might be an appropriate name that would do justice to the reputation and 
tradition of (optical and digital) Endoscopy, whilst at the same time giving

expression to the steadily unfolding of fields of interest?
Rather than Endoscopy, Envisioning was eventually agreed upon, as it was 

felt that this fittingly evokes the shared ambitions for a dynamic architectural 
visualisation practice and the continued exchange of ideas concerning the 
imaginative conception of future environments.

The EAEA – the European Architectural Envisioning Association.
It was hoped that this small, but significant, name change would broaden the 

appeal of the association on an international level, amongst academics involved 
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with architectural visualisation in the broadest sense, researchers and teachers, 
whilst at the same time stimulating the deepening of the intellectual discourse. 
The following conferences in Delft 2011, Milan 2013, Lodz 2015, Glasgow 2017 
and Nantes 2019 proved a great success of this shift.

Previous Conferences
14 EAEA Conference | 2019 | Nantes | School of Architecture Nantes
13 EAEA Conference | 2017 | Glasgow | Glasgow School of Art
12 EAEA Conference | 2015 | Lodz | University of Technology
11 EAEA Conference | 2013 | Milan | Politecnico di Milano
10 EAEA Conference | 2011 | Delft | Delft University of Technology
09 EAEA Conference | 2009 | Cottbus | Brandenburg University of Technology
08 EAEA Conference | 2007 | Moscow | Moscow Institute of Architecture
07 EAEA Conference | 2005 | Dortmund | University of Applied Sciences
06 EAEA Conference | 2003 | Bratislava | Slovak University of Technology
05 EAEA Conference | 2001 | Essen | University of Essen
04 EAEA Conference | 1999 | Dresden | Dresden University of Technology
03 EAEA Conference | 1997 | Delft | Delft University of Technology
02 EAEA Conference | 1995 | Vienna | Vienna University of Technology
01 EAEA Conference | 1993 | Tampere | Tampere University of Technology

Danilo Di Mascio, PhD, ARB, FHEA, PGCHE

EAEA15 Conference Chair and Book Editor
Senior Lecturer in Architecture

University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom
July 2021
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Envisioning Architectural Narratives
This monograph documents the 15th European Architectural Envisioning 
Association Conference, entitled ‘Envisioning Architectural Narratives’, hosted 
(virtually) by the Department of Architecture and 3D Design, School of Art Design 
and Architecture, The University of Huddersfield, United Kingdom, from the 1st to 
the 3rd of September 2021. The event has continued the mission of the European 
Architectural Envisioning Association, namely, to create a valuable opportunity 
for communication and exchange of ideas and experiences in teaching, research 
and practice, with a particular focus, for this 15th edition, on envisioning the 
multiple and multifaceted relationships and applications between architecture 
and narrative. By considering the importance of narrative in humankind’s history, 
the theme has invited participants to reflect upon three main topics: narrative 
and analysis, narrative and design, and narrative and representation.

This publication presents the papers accepted after two double-blind peer review 
processes. Each submission was assessed by three reviewers from the EAEA15 
International Scientific Review committee, which is constituted by scholars  
from 12 countries. The authors of the accepted papers are from 20 different 
countries worldwide.

Dr Danilo Di Mascio is a Senior Lecturer in Architecture at the University of Huddersfield, and is a 
researcher, registered architect (ARB) and Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (FHEA). As 
author and speaker, he participated at various international conferences in Europe, the Middle East, 
and the Far East.
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